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I. Introduction

Pursuant to RAP 10.6, amici curiae the Legal Marriage Alliance of
Washington (“LMAW?), Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders
(“GLAD?”), and the Vermont Freedom to Marry Task Force (“VFMTF”)
respectfully move for permission to file the accompanying amici curiae
brief with the Court.

II. Amici Statement of Interest

Anmici, the Legal Marriage Alliance of Washington, Gay and
Lesbian Advocates and Defenders, and the Vermont Freedom to Marry
Task Force, represent a combination of civil rights groups and community
organizations dedicated to seeking marriage equality for same-sex
couples.

Legal Marriage Alliance of Washington

LMAW is a non-profit civil rights organization that has been
dedicated to achieving the legal right of civil marriage for same-sex
couples in Washington State since 1995. LMAW actively pursues full
marriage rights for same-sex couples in Washington State through
community education and outreach. More than 1,300 people from
throughout the state exchange ideas, participate in calls to action, and
receive information about same-sex marriage rights for Washington State

residents through LMAW.



Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders

GLAD was founded in 1978 and is New England's leading legal
rights organization dedicated to ending discrimination based on sexual
orientation, HIV status, and gender identity and expression. GLAD has a
long history of working to end government discrimination against same-
sex couples. Among its other efforts, GLAD was counsel in Goodridge v.
Department of Public Health in Massachusetts and co-counsel in Baker v.
State of Vermont.

Vermont Freedom to Marry Task Force

VFMTF represents a coalition of individuals and organizations in
Vermont who support the freedom for same-sex couples to marry.
VEMTF advocates full inclusion in marriage for same-sex couples.
VEFMTF is uniquely positioned to offer insight into the ways in which
Vermont’s civil union law falls short of the constitutional requirements of
full equality and inclusion.

II1. Amici Are Familiar With the Issues Presented
and the Scope of Arguments in this Case

Amici have closely monitored this litigation at the trial court level,
has reviewed the filings in this matter, and are familiar with the issues and

scope of arguments presented.



IV. Specific Issues to Which the Amici Brief is Directed

The particular concern of these amici is that this Court hold and
declare that the Respondent citizens of the State of Washington are
entitled to participate in the same institution of civil marriage as their
heterosexual counterparts, and that any separate quasi-marital substitute is |
not sufficient to meet the requirements of the Washington State
Constitution.

V. Additional Argument Will Assist the Court

None of the parties briefs have provided an in-depth discussion of
the constitutional inadequacies of the “separate but equal” remedy of civil
unions proposed by Appellants. Amici believe that additional argument
and authority on this subject will assist the Court in resolving the issues

before it in this case. Amici respectfully request that the Court affirm the
King County and Thurston County Superior Court rulings below, and hold
that the prohibition on marriage between same-sex couples is not only
fundamentally wrong and unconstitutional, but that the creation of “civil
unions” is not an equal or constitutionally adequate substitute for civil
marriage.
VI.CONCLUSION

For these reasons, the Legal Marriage Alliance of Washington,

Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders and the Vermont Freedom to



Marry Task Force respectfully request that the Court grant it leave to file a
brief as amici curiae, and that the Court accept the accompanying amici
curiae brief for consideration in this case.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED on February 7, 2005.

DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP

By: W % W
Michael R. Heath, WSBA #33982

Attorneys for the Legal Marriage
Alliance of Washington, Gay and
Lesbian Advocates and Defenders,
and the Vermont Freedom to Marry
Task Force
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