
SALUTING 
OUR SISTER LEGAL DEFENSE FUNDS
Lambda Legal does not stand alone in our fi ght for equality, but as a proud member of a team of long-standing organizations working for similar goals. 
Too often, our missions appear disconnected and our histories divergent, so as we look back over the past 40 years, we fi nd it imperative to acknowledge 
our foremothers and the family of legal defense funds that have supported us in our mission since the beginning.

Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund (AALDEF) 
“For four decades, Lambda Legal has been a fearless advocate for equal justice and 
civil rights. The Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund (AALDEF) has 
been honored to support your litigation through amicus briefs and work together on 
advocacy campaigns to end police misconduct and the harassment of students, and to 
support marriage equality. Your efforts have transformed the public discourse about 
LGBT rights and strengthened the broader movement for social justice. Congratulations 
on your 40th anniversary!”
- Margaret Fung (Executive Director, AALDEF)

LatinoJustice PRLDEF
“American society has undergone significant transformations in the four decades 
Lambda Legal has contributed to a more open, more encompassing discourse on the 
promise of equality within the realm of constitutional and civil rights in our country.  
Those promises would be hollow if they failed to protect all of us who are stereotyped, 
vilified and excluded from the fruits of our collective labor.  And that is perhaps the 
biggest transformation that Lambda Legal has helped to make:  that our fates, indeed, 
our lives today are interconnected such that discrimination against the LGBT community 
is discrimination against us all.”
-Juan Cartagena (President and General Counsel, LatinoJustice PRLDEF)

Legal Momentum (The Women’s Legal Defense & Education Fund) 
Legal Momentum congratulates Lambda Legal on 40 years of courage and 
commitment and is proud to celebrate with you on your 40th Anniversary.  We share 
your goal of equal rights for all persons, regardless of sexual orientation or gender 
expression and stand with all LGBTQIA persons in the fight for the establishment and 
enforcement of legal protections against discrimination as applied to all facets of our 
society.  We know that equality under the law is not a choice but a basic human right, 
and that all individuals deserve the opportunity to live free from oppression and safe 
from violence. We are your allies.
-Elizabeth Grayer (President, Legal Momentum)

HONORING
JEFFREY FASHION CARES
For the past 10 years, the Jeffrey Fashion Cares New York benefi t 
has brought together the leading individuals and companies in 
international fashion and luxury with New York City’s charitable and 
social communities to benefi t four non-profi t organizations that 
improve the lives of LGBTQ people and people living with HIV. The 
benefi ciaries have included: AIDS Community Research Initiative of 
America (ACRIA), Gay Men’s Health Crisis (GMHC), Hetrick-Martin 

Institute (HMI), Lambda Legal, and Point Foundation.

Founded in Atlanta, GA in 1992 by fashion pioneer and community leader Jeffrey 
Kalinsky, and brought to New York in 2003, the event has become almost entirely 
volunteer-driven under the leadership of NLC member Todd Sears and Dan Rothmann, 
who have led the organizing for 10 and nine years, respectively. Their dedication 
has ensured that the maximum amount of every donation has gone directly to the 
benefi ciaries, with a remarkable 12% fundraising cost on average. As Lambda Legal 
celebrates its 40th anniversary, we are pleased to honor Jeffrey Fashion Cares for 
their 10th anniversary of providing critical funding and stunning events for LGBT and 
HIV awareness. 

CELEBRATING
40 YEARS: MOVING HISTORY FORWARD
Since 1973, Lambda Legal has been making the case for equality 
for LGBT people and those with HIV. An organization that began 
by arguing for its right to exist has spent 40 years setting legal 
precedent and securing some of the most important victories 
in the LGBT/HIV civil rights movement. This history is not yet 

complete; the journey is not yet over.

HOSTED BY
KATE CLINTON
Kate Clinton is a faith-based, tax-paying, America-loving political 
humorist and family entertainer. She is an author (3 books), 
performer (9 CDs, 3 DVDs), columnist, fi lm and stage actress, TV 
commentator, and as a blogger, vlogger, facebooker and tweeter 
she is multi-formatted to the max.  With a career spanning thirty 
years, Kate Clinton has worked through economic booms and busts, 
gay movements and gay markets, lesbian chic and queer eyes, and 

eight presidential inaugurals. She still believes that humor gets us through peacetime, 
wartime, scoundrel time and economic down times.

Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund (MALDEF) 
“Some progressive leaders have asserted that courts are no longer the right venue for 
securing positive social change.  The best rebuttal to that point of view is the success 
of Lambda Legal and its allies in strategically using the courts -- necessarily attached to 
communications, community education and policy advocacy -- to advance significant, 
even paradigm-shifting, change in progressive law and policy.  At MALDEF, our history 
demonstrates a similar approach to advancing constitutional and civil rights.  MALDEF 
has often struggled, like Lambda Legal, to shift established legal doctrine to meet 
the real-world needs and experiences of the community we represent, so we have a 
special bond and appreciation for our sister civil rights organization.  On behalf of all of 
MALDEF, I salute Lambda Legal and look forward to our continued partnership to serve 
our shared goals and overlapping communities.”
-Thomas A. Saenz (President and General Counsel, MALDEF)

NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF) 
Our nation’s finest traditions call for an ever more inclusive democracy. Since our 
founding seven decades ago, the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. 
(LDF) has fought to realize the guarantee of equality for Black and other people of color. 
And for four decades, Lambda Legal similarly has been dedicated to the eradication of 
discrimination and the realization of equality for the LGBT community and those people 
living with HIV.  On behalf of LDF, I salute Lambda Legal on its Anniversary for forty years 
of commitment to effecting change and honoring this nation’s commitment to anti-
discrimination in all of its forms. My sincerest expectation and hope is that, through our 
organizations’ collective efforts, the next forty years will bring us ever closer to justice 
and dignity for all human beings.
-Sherrilyn Ifill (President and Director-Counsel, NAACP Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, Inc. (LDF)
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Join friends, supporters and allies of Lambda Legal for the

LIBERTY AWARDS
NATIONAL DINNER

MONDAY, MAY 6, 2013

6:00 pm Cocktails
7:30 pm Dinner & Awards Ceremony

9:15 pm Dessert & After Party

Pier Sixty, Chelsea Piers
23rd Street & Westside Highway

New York, NY

Business attire

With MC: Kate Clinton

To purchase tickets, complete the enclosed form or visit
www.lambdalegal.org/libertyawards

For further information, please contact Jennifer Kunin in the
Benefi t Offi ce at 212-249-6188 or jennifer@emgbenefi ts.com.

DINNER CO-CHAIRS
William A. Candelaria
Natasha F. Haase

HOST COMMITTEE*
Eric P. Berger**
J. Bland
Carmine D. Boccuzzi and Bernard I. Lumpkin
Mark Braun
A. Todd Brown, Sr.
John (“Jack”) Butler, Jr. and John M. 

VanderLinden
Marla and Lainie Butler
William Candelaria* and Guilford Robinson
George Carrancho and Sean Franklin
Kevin M. Cathcart* and Mayo Schreiber, Jr.
Paul Cellupica and Jesse Liu
Martin S. Checov
Greg A. Christianson
Jon Coates and John Raposa
Matthew Cook
Tray and Maris Davis*
Jeremiah DeBerry
Bruce Deming and Jeff Byrne
Dr. Philip Devine and Dr. Theodore Kowalski*
Daniel Dokos and Bryan Graybill
Jamie Drake
Rosanna Durruthy
Adam Dworkin and Dale Riedl
Sally Edison
Faith Gay and Francesca Zambello
Richard Gibbons and Robert Ollis*
Mike Graff
Meaghan C. Gragg 
Michael F. Griffin
Danny Grossman
Natasha F. Haase and Jen Rexford*
Joe Hall and Martin Dagata
Christopher Harris and Brian Conroy
Donald J. Hayden
Troy P. Heiden and Luis M. Jauregui
Steven L. Holley
Jim Hough and Argie Bucot
Judith H. Itkin
Mike Johnson
M. Elaine Johnston
F. Curt Kirschner, Jr. and Nicholas Augustinos
Lisa A. Linsky and Fiona Hodgson
Jesse Loffler
J. Michael Martinez de Andino
Brian T. May
Greg McCurdy and Adrian Rodriguez

Kenneth B. Mehlman*
Gail Morse
Andrew E. Nagel
Thao H. Ngo
Michael Ohler and Rodney Gonzales
Jen Olmsted
Michelle A. Peak
Ralph L. Pellecchio* and Dr. James C. Wernz
John R. Richards
Mark A. Robertson
David Rosenauer
Robert M. Ross
Stephen Rulo and Thomas Patrick
Edward H. Sadtler
P. Watson Seaman
Richard M. Segal and Charles Kelly Bounds 
Elliott R. Sernel* and Larry Falconio
Tommy Shi
James E. Showen
Jennifer H. Shumaker
Darren Silver
Norman C. Simon and Héctor R. Lozada
Paul Smith
David J. Stoll
Walter L. Sutton
Linda Z. Swartz and Jessica W. Seaton
Tim Sweeney
Blaine Templeman and Paul Cornish 
Andrew Tobias
Joe Tringali
Randall Tucker
Richard and Josef Upton
W. Stewart Wallace
Dr. Jillian T. Weiss**
Simon and John Westfall-Kwong*
Marissa Wiley
Amy McDaniel Williams
Peter Wilson, Jr.
Peter S. Wilson
Marc Wolinsky and Barry Skovgaard
Stuart W. Yothers
Jason Young and Dimitri Papanagnou
Bari Zahn

*Table Captain
**Table Captain Co-Chair

PREMIER SPONSORS* BENEFACTOR SPONSORS* TRIBUTE SPONSORS*
Allen & Overy LLP
Baker & McKenzie LLP
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Clifford Chance US LLP
Credit-Suisse Securities (USA) LLC
Tray and Maris Davis
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & 

Jacobson LLP
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Hogan Lovells
Hunton & Williams LLP
Kaye Scholer LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Mayer Brown LLP
Microsoft

Morgan Lewis
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Proskauer
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P.
Ropes & Gray LLP
Robert M. Ross
Elliott R. Sernel and Larry Falconio
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Verizon Wireless
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
WilmerHale

1973: (In re Thom)
Our first case, filed on our own behalf, 

forces the state of New York to allow Lambda 
Legal to form as a nonprofit organization. 

Bill Thom founds Lambda Legal Defense 
and Education Fund, officially authorized to 

practice law on October 18, 1973. 

1983 (People v. West 12 Tenants Corp.)
Working with the New York Attorney General’s 

office, Lambda Legal files the nation’s first AIDS-
discrimination challenge and wins a court order 

stopping the efforts of neighbors to evict a doctor 
because he treated HIV-positive patients. 

1996 (Romer v. Evans) 
In an historic ruling, Lambda Legal, the ACLU and 

the Colorado Legal Initiatives Project convince 
the U.S. Supreme Court to strike down Colorado’s 

constitutional amendment barring state and local sexual 
orientation antidiscrimination measures and to rule 

that antigay sentiment cannot be the sole basis for laws. 

1996 (Cammermeyer v. Perry)
Lambda Legal successfully obtains an order 

reinstating Col. Margarethe Cammermeyer 
as chief nurse of the Washington National 

Guard and declaring the pre-“Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” military policy unconstitutional. 

2000 (Boy Scouts of America v. Dale)
Although Lambda Legal’s challenge to the Boy 

Scouts’ antigay policy is narrowly rejected by 
the U.S. Supreme Court, the case brings national 

attention to the Boy Scouts’ exclusionary practices.

2001 (Brandon v. Richardson County)
Lambda Legal assists Brandon Teena’s mother 

with an appeal against the sheriff who humiliated 
Teena, a transgender man, and failed to protect 

him from being murdered after his rape. 

2003 (Lawrence v. Texas)
Lambda Legal wins landmark U.S. Supreme 

Court ruling, Lawrence v. Texas, which 
strikes down the nation’s remaining state 

sodomy laws and affirms the constitutional 
liberty to engage in private, consensual sexual 

intimacy without government interference.

2008 (Taylor v. Rice)
Two weeks before trial, the State 

Department lifts its ban on hiring people 
with HIV as Foreign Service Officers, ending 

Lambda Legal’s five-year case challenging this 
discriminatory policy. 

2009 (Varnum v. Brien)
The Iowa Supreme Court unanimously 

rules that denying marriage to same-sex 
couples is unconstitutional, as litigation by 

Lambda Legal makes Iowa the first state in 
the Midwest to provide the freedom to marry 

for same-sex couples.

2010  (Langbehn v. Jackson 
Memorial Hospital)

Lambda Legal’s lawsuit on behalf of Janice Langbehn 
and her family who were blocked from seeing Langbehn’s 

dying partner by hospital workers in Florida leads President 
Obama to call Langbehn personally to express his sympathy 

and to announce his plan to ensure that LGBT patients and 
their families are respected in hospital visitation.

2011 (Glenn v. Brumby)
The Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals upholds 

ruling that the firing of  Vandy Beth Glenn, 
a transgender woman who worked for the 

Georgia General Assembly, was unconstitutional-- 
the most important ruling in federal court to date 

supporting the rights of transgender employees. 

2012 (Couch v. Wayne 
Local School District)

Lambda Legal protects Maverick 
Couch’s right to wear his “Jesus Is 

Not A Homophobe” shirt to his Ohio 
high school, affirming students’ rights 

to free speech. 

40 YEARS 
MOVING HISTORY FORWARD
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LIBERTY CIRCLE AMICUS SPONSORS*
Dr. Philip Devine and Dr. Theodore Kowalski
Gill Foundation
Troy P. Heiden and Luis M. Jauregui
Jen Rexford and Natasha F. Haase
Stephen Rulo and Thomas Patrick
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Andrew Tobias
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